
What is phonics? 
 

Phonics is recommended as the strategy that children should be taught in helping them learn to read and spell.  Words are made up of small units of 

sound called phonemes.  Phonics teaches children to be able to listen carefully and identify the phonemes that make up each word. 

 

In phonics lessons children are taught 4 main things: 

1) All the 44 phonemes in the English language.  Even though there are 26 letters, some letters can work in pairs (digraphs) or in 3s (trigraphs) – 

such as: - 

 

sh   th   ng ai   ee 

igh   air   ear 

the sounds are taught in a particular order, the first sounds to be taught are – s, a, t, p, i, n.  (see example of planning below) 

 

2) Blending 

This is when we say the sounds that make up a word and are able to merge the sounds together.  This skill is vital in learning to read. 

 

3) Segmenting 

This is the opposite of blending.  Children are able to say a word and then break it up into the phonemes that make it up.  This skill is vital in 

being able to spell words. 

 

4) Tricky words 

Learning by look and say the non-decodable words for each phase such as in Phase 2 – I no go into the… 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

When will my child start to read and bring books home?  

 

As soon as your child knows the phonemes and is beginning to blend, we will start reading books in school.  If your child brings a reading book home 

please can you practise with them at home.  You can play a massive part in building confidence, fluency and enjoyment. 

 

We do not want to rush!  Reading is like any other skill – such as learning to walk, potty training and dry nights.  Children develop at different rates and 

pushing children to read when they are not ready can cause stress, anxiety and reluctance.  In the future no one will know when your child started 

reading – but they will know if they enjoy reading. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When we start reading groups we will 

appreciate your help in class.  Reading 

takes place between 9am and 9.30am 

every morning.  Please see your child’s 

class teacher if you would like to help 


