
Reading Narrative 

 

Ethos: Reading for a range of purposes is a key element of the curriculum at Holmfirth JIN. 

Underpinning reading as a whole is the aim and intent to make reading fun, enjoyable and a life-long 

passion. We firmly believe that reading helps to shape thinking, challenge views, spark imagination 

and promote discussion. Ultimately, reading is a vehicle that has the potential to positively impact 

on the formation of our pupils’ characters.  

EYFS: The over-arching philosophy of reading in EYFS is to instil a sense of enjoyment and to lay the 

foundations for a lifelong love of books. The use of core texts, which are regularly revisited, provides 

opportunities for role-play, oral re-telling, small step sequencing, character empathy, prediction and 

early development of inference. 

Key Stage 1: There are five aspects to the process of reading: phonics, phonemic awareness, 

vocabulary, reading comprehension and fluency. These five aspects work together to create the 

reading experience. As children learn to read they must develop skills in all five of these areas in 

order to become successful readers.  

Where children are not meeting the expectations, a daily small group intervention is provided. 

Key Stage 2: The reading domains of KS2 include author choice, vocabulary, compare, contrast and 

comment, retrieval, inference, summary and prediction. 

9-9.30 Daily reading: With this in mind, we start everyday by providing the children with a wide 

range of phonics and reading activities as a whole class or in smaller groups supported by teachers, 

teaching assistants, parents and grandparents, which develop skills within the domains.  

Supplementary and cross-curricular: The whole school reading overview details the class texts that 

will be explored, links to other areas of the curriculum and key foci for each year group. Many year 

groups adopt the “Power of Reading”, which engages teachers and children in the literacy 

curriculum through using high quality books and proven teaching approaches. These books support 

cross-curricular reading with children making connections between their reading and other subjects. 

Reading support: Reading support for all children that find the development of phonological 

awareness challenging is provided through the “Nessy” reading and spelling computer programme 

which is carefully designed to identify areas of weakness and take the children through sequences of 

small steps to ‘close gaps.’ Additionally, teachers and teaching assistants provide regular ‘booster’ 

sessions in line with identified needs. 

Year Group reading entitlement: The PowerPoints from each class includes examples of reading 

activities and experiences that children will encounter during each class. These presentations 

provide examples of pupil voice, show links to our 4C principles and offer selected highlights in 

reading. 
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