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7 July 2021 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Following the announcement earlier this week that the country is moving towards Step 4 of the 
roadmap we are writing to confirm what steps we will be taking for the final week of this school 
year (19 July to 23 July) and from the beginning of the new school year (7 September).   The 
most relevant information taken from the Government guidance for schools is highlighted on the 
following page.  
 
For clarity we intend to continue to follow the guidance we are currently following until the end of 
this current term, Friday 23 July, rather than change policy for the final 5 days of term.  We will 
then move to adopt the new guidance from the beginning of next term, Tuesday 7 September. 
 
Following a discussion at the last meeting of the Full Governing Body it was decided that from 7 
September, 2021 the school day would start at 8.55am and finish at 3.15pm.  This decision will 
be assessed and reviewed by the Governing Body at the November 2021 meeting. 
 
We will be updating our Risk Assessment over the summer and this will be sent to all parents 
before the start of the new term. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
J Rose 
Headteacher 
 
 
  

http://www.holmfirthjinschool.net/


Mixing and ‘bubbles’  
 
At Step 4 we will no longer recommend that it is necessary to keep children in consistent groups 
(‘bubbles’). When we proceed to Step 4, this means that bubbles will not need to be used for 
any summer provision (for example, summer schools) or in schools from the autumn term. If 
your school is still open at Step 4, you may wish to continue with these measures until 
the end of your summer term. As well as enabling flexibility in curriculum delivery, this means 
that assemblies can resume, and you no longer need to make alternative arrangements to avoid 
mixing at lunch. You should make sure your outbreak management plans cover the possibility 
that in some local areas it may become necessary to reintroduce ‘bubbles’ for a temporary 
period, to reduce mixing between groups. Any decision to recommend the reintroduction of 
‘bubbles’ would not be taken lightly and would need to take account of the detrimental impact 
they can have on the delivery of education.  
 
Tracing close contacts and isolation  
 
Settings will only need to do contact tracing up to Step 4 (19 July). From Step 4, close contacts 
will be identified via NHS Test and Trace and education settings will no longer be expected to 
undertake contact tracing. As with positive cases in any other setting, NHS Test and Trace will 
work with the positive case to identify close contacts. Contacts from a school setting will only be 
traced by NHS Test and Trace where the positive case specifically identifies the individual as 
being a close contact. This is likely to be a small number of individuals who would be most at 
risk of contracting COVID-19 due to the nature of the close contact. You may be contacted in 
exceptional cases to help with identifying close contacts, as currently happens in managing 
other infectious diseases. From 16 August 2021, children under the age of 18 years old will no 
longer be required to self-isolate if they are contacted by NHS Test and Trace as a close 
contact of a positive COVID-19 case. Instead, children will be contacted by NHS Test and 
Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a positive case and advised to take a PCR 
test. We would encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if advised to do so. 
 
Confirmatory PCR tests  
 
Staff and pupils with a positive LFD test result should self-isolate in line with the stay at home 
guidance. They will also need to get a free PCR test to check if they have COVID19. Whilst 
awaiting the PCR result, the individual should continue to self-isolate. If the PCR test is taken 
within 2 days of the positive lateral flow test, and is negative, it overrides the self-test LFD test 
and the pupil can return to school, as long as the individual doesn’t have COVID-19 symptoms.  
 
 
 
 


