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5 May 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
 
Following several conversations on social media yesterday, I would like to clarify the position of Holmfirth 
JIN School with the current allotment project.  During the academic year of 2019-20, Holmepride 
approached the school with the offer of building an allotment. 
 
At this time, the school clearly stated that it was not in a financial position to support the funding, from its 
own budget or from the contributions from the FONS team. Instead, school was reliant on the efforts of 
the FONS team to raise money for basic learning resources. 
 
The agreement established was that Holmepride would fund the project and donate the allotment to the 
school, upon completion. 
 
Winton and Karen Harrison of Holmepride undertook hours and hours of work, writing bids, contacting 
companies for donations, planning the design and seeking to provide future growing projects for the 
school. The dedication to this project by this couple saw almost every single day directed towards 
providing a new resource that the pupils of the school could benefit from in the future. 
 
However, a number of issues resulted, including the site topography, power and drainage challenges 
and the suitability of the contractor. Following the involvement of the school’s Buildings and Premises 
governor, several solutions were considered, in an attempt to rectify the situation. Holmepride took the 
decision to pay for the work carried out to date and terminate the existing arrangement and source a 
new contractor. 
 
In the Autumn term of 2020, a new contractor was sourced. The new contractor identified the necessary 
remedial work and the steps for completion, which is expected at the end of August 2021.  
Holmepride has created a Spacehive account for the funding of the project, attempting to raise £12 628 
by July 23rd 2021. Understandably, from the viewpoint of Holmepride, there is frustration at the length of 
time that the project has taken. 
 
However, the school wishes to make it absolutely clear that there is no expectation for parents to 
contribute. Furthermore, it is unacceptable for anyone to be responded to on a “public” platform in the 
manner that occurred. Yesterday’s comments by Mr. Harrison were inflammatory and certainly did not 
support the school’s position. I have spoken with Mr. Harrison and reminded him of the school’s position 
in this arrangement.   
 
Naturally, the school would like to see the project completed for the good of the children. We already 
have Ama Chaney of the “Grow to School” project lined up for September 2021 to enable all classes to 
experience a growing curriculum. The link for the allotment project can be found here or the school 
website, should you require any further information. 
 

Kind regards 
 
JRose 

 
J Rose 
Headteacher 

http://www.holmfirthjinschool.net/
http://www.spacehive.com/allotment-holmfirth

