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28 January 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Following yesterday’s announcement, which indicated a potential return to school in March, I would like 
to provide a synopsis of the current situation and to share some of the excellent practice taking place, in 
relation to learning, marking and feedback, which is crucial for advancing learning. As I trawl through 
Seesaw (11,362 posts at the time of writing), I am so proud of the commitment by pupils, parents and 
staff. The level of engagement is excellent. The daily disciplines of Reading, Writing and Mathematics 
are carried out with such great focus. I smile every day at the wonderful ways in which work is 
presented, revealing such a high level of confidence and creativity. The collaboration shown between 
pupils, parents and teachers demonstrates the power of positive partnerships. I would also like to draw 
to your attention the immense contribution provided by Teaching Assistants, Office staff and Lunchtime 
assistants. The synopsis is simply an attempt to provide clarity. There is no agenda other than to keep 
you abreast of what is happening in school. 

 
Synopsis of the current situation 
 

 Pupils attending school = EYFS + 73 Critical Worker Pupils (Years 1-6) 

 In total, there are 90 pupils currently in attendance, although not all at once. The average 
attendance is 72 each day. The lowest is 72 and the highest is 77. 

 The same curriculum is taught at home and at school. 

 At the beginning of the day, children in school watch a videos from their class teacher for the 
day’s greeting, friendly smile and learning schedule. This may be followed by a checklist or plan. 
The children then undertake the learning activities. 

 All classes email a weekly plan / timetable to parents, which meets or exceeds the minimum 

hours, as prescribed by the DfE.  

 Remote learning follows the sequence of teaching established within school for Phonics, GPS 

and Mathematics. It also includes bespoke activities. There is the use of White Rose + Oak 

Academy resources, including videos, learning activities and worksheets. Foundation subjects 

also follow the same pathway. Topic, Science and Computing were initially identified for remote 

learning because of the potential ease of access for parents and pupils. 

 PE sessions are continuing with specialist teachers. 

 Learning intentions are explicit, with W.A (We are …) and R.T (Remember to…). The main 
purpose of this is for the focus of the learning to be clear for children. When children then make a 
judgement of their own work, they are guided to just comment about the R.T. criteria.  

 Class teachers keep records of interaction and engagement. Class teachers have provided 
personal school email address for direct communication. Direct communication can also be 
provided through the use of the Seesaw platform. 

 The school will contact parents, where lack of engagement is a concern  

 Pupils will receive prompt feedback, including individual feedback. Sometimes this will be in the 

form of written comments and sometimes this will include voice-over commentaries to clarify or 

advance learning. Sometimes the children will receive a video message. 

 The school’s curriculum drivers of Collaboration, Communication, Creativity and Curiosity will 

also be considered and children may receive specific recognition and acknowledgement for 

displaying these traits. 

http://www.holmfirthjinschool.net/


 
 
 
Sharing of practice 
 

The following extracts were gleaned during a 10-minute monitoring exercise from Seesaw this week. I 
believe that these extracts emphasise both the quality of work and effort from the children and the quality 
and bespoke response from staff. 
 

 Thank you to you too; that was brilliant. I didn't expect you to know all the big numbers. I was 
amazed to hear you do some of the other numbers. Well done x 2 4 6 8 who do we appreciate? 

 WOW !!! Please can I get your autograph now?! I think you will be a famous television presenter 

when you grow up. 📺 🤩 You might have your own cookery show! You explained every step with 

a clear voice and you demonstrated each step too. You should be very proud of your video. Can’t 

wait to see you next week! 💕 xxx  

 Well done for reading all of this book and finding a link between you and Matilda! I'm sure Mr 

Rose will be glad to hear this too. 

 You are on fire today! Wowee. Well done for spotting that desired is a split digraph. The e in the 

word is actually doing 2 jobs: 1. being the magic e in 'desire' and being the e in the past tense 'ed' 

 Your reading is simply fantastic! Full of expression and action - I really enjoyed that. Well done 

you -  :) 

 Wow wow wow powerful writing here. This is amazing, great use of vocabulary and fronted 

adverbials. Well done x 

 Wow! This is great! Your writing is improving so much. Just thinking, would you pick up the 

snakes with tongs or tongues - I am not sure I would want to pick them up at all but maybe you 

are braver than me. 

 This writing really shows what a talented writer you are. The way you integrate the features of a 

report into this paragraph to create flow and clarity of meaning is very impressive. I really like the 

way it is presented too. It makes it very easy to read. One tiny 'even better if', the spelling of 

'recognisable'. The Americans use a z. Have a lovely weekend. 

 Hi! I have sent you a video which will hopefully help you. Let me know how you get on. 

 I have said this to the children in school and I am therefore saying it to you guys at home too... 

Thank you very much for taking part in the Zoom session this afternoon. You all behaved 

wonderfully and it was great to hear about things you are proud of and to see your assortment of 

animals! It was lovely to hear (and see) how confidently you spoke and I look forward to 

organising more weekly sessions. If any of you have a topic or a theme that you would like to 

suggest for next week please feel free. (I think animals has already been done now!) 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Kind regards 

 

J Rose 

 

J Rose 

Headteacher 


