Holmfirth JIN: KS2 Creative Learning Project 9 – Festivals

In the summer months there are usually many different kinds of festivals to go to. A few examples
of these are music festivals, food festivals, craft festivals and film festivals. In some festivals such
as the ‘Underneath the Stars’ music festival at Cannon Hall, you can camp overnight or for the
weekend, whereas in other kinds of festival you might just go for the day.
Remember To: Have an adult with you when you use websites for research. They will help you to
keep yourself safe online.
Let’s Wonder and Create – Exploring Festivals
What does the word festival mean? What is a festival?!
A festival is usually an organized series of events that celebrate something. It can also be a day or
time of the year when people have a holiday from work and celebrate some special event, often a
religious event. E.g. Christmas and Diwali. Festivals can also be an organized series of special
events and performances, usually in one place. E.g. The music festival Glastonbury which has been
on TV recently and is famous for how muddy it gets in bad weather. Festivals take place in
countries all around the world.
In Holmfirth, we also have festivals that are held every year. There’s the Folk Festival in May, the
Holmfirth Arts Festival and the Holmfirth Art Week in June and July, as well as the Food and Drink
Festival in September. Many of you will have been to some, if not all of these festivals.
Why not discuss as a family what’s the same, and what’s different about our festivals. Think about
what each festival offers visitors, food, street activities, activities for children and/or adults and so
on. Do you have one that’s your favourite? Why is it your favourite?
Links to these festivals are in the titles.





The Folk Festival in May
The Holmfirth Arts Festival
The Holmfirth Art Week
The Food and Drink Festival

After having thought about the festival where we live, design your own. What would you like to
have in your own festival? Decide on the activities, food, where you would hold it, what would
your festival celebrate? It could be anything at all - Lego, music, gardening, painting, baking, you
decide! You could make a leaflet or a big poster showing the layout and where everything is.
●

Be Active:





Olympics
Tour de France/Yorkshire
Wimbledon
Sports Day at School

We looked at the Olympics in a plan earlier this year, but had you thought that it is actually a
festival that celebrates excellence in sport? The athletes train very hard for years to improve their
performances and hopefully get selected for the team for their country. Maybe you do a sport
that is an Olympics event such as gymnastics, swimming or cycling. Do you know who holds the
world record in the event you do? Swimming world records are here, read about the record
breaking gymnast, Simone Biles, here and British Track Cycling records are here.
Cycling is very popular in the Holme Valley and we have been lucky enough to have had the Tour
de France come through our town, as well as the Tour de Yorkshire. These again are like festivals
of excellence in cycling. Many people line the route to watch them as they go by and shout and
cheer. Several villages along the way make bunting and might have street food available for any
visitors. If you enjoy cycling, you could make your own bicycle bunting.

In July 2014 when the Tour de France came through Holmfirth, many people painted bikes yellow
and put them up outside their houses and shops as part of this festival. Some of them are still
there so try to spot them when you are out and about.
The Tour de Yorkshire and the Tour de France were postponed this year and if you look at the
route for the Tour de Yorkshire – here, then you’ll see it was again coming through the Holme
Valley. Have you been to watch a cycle race or even taken part in one?
This is a photo from the Tour de France in July, 2014. I (Miss Stables) took it in Thongsbridge and I
remember how exciting it was to watch the race. We waited for ages and then the parade of cars
started to come through and then finally all those cyclists! I was amazed at how close together
they all were and I remember wondering how on earth they don’t bump into each other. If you
are a cyclist then maybe this week, you might go out on a family bike ride. Why not try to plan a
route a bit like the Tour de Yorkshire? Not as far of course, but your route could contain a
challenging hill (Cote de Cartworth maybe!) and you could work out how many miles to cycle. Use
a map to help you.

Wimbledon is another festival that celebrates excellence in a sport, and that sport is tennis. Again
it has been postponed this year because of the virus. It is difficult to get tickets and you must
apply. There are usually some tickets available on the day but you need to queue up and would
need to be there very early. It’s also famous for selling ‘strawberries and cream’ to visitors to the
festival. If you visit the Wimbledon website – here, you can find out about some of the famous
players and watch matches from past tournaments. We recommend that you do at least 2 hours
of exercise a week.
Nabb Sports Day
Every year around this time, we have our own little festival celebrating sport…Nabb Sports Day!
It’s great fun and the whole day is filled with sports of different kinds. The morning has a carousel
of different activities and the afternoon is for races. Mums and dads come to watch and cheer
everybody on. This year it’s a bit different and we can’t do what we would normally do…so we
have something knew as our ‘Sports Day Festival’ this year…the ‘Nabb Sock Olympics!’ It’s on a
separate sheet on your class webpage. We hope you have a lot of fun taking part…let us know
how you got on! 
Reflect and Understanding Others
Festivals happen in countries all around the world, many of them are international and people
from all over the world happily mix together for the duration of the festival.
Here are a few for you to discover. You could look at an atlas to find out where in the world these
countries are.
1. Cape Town International Kite Festival (link to the festival in the title)
Watch the video in the link in the title (it’s a safe youtube link) and then find out where Cape
Town is in the world. Which country and continent is it in? Is it by the sea or inland?
Are you amazed at all the designs? Which one is your favourite? After that, you might go out and
fly a kite if you have one, or why not have a go at making your own, just like in the video.

2. La Tomatina in Spain
If you look closely at the word ‘Tomatina,’ you might be able to guess what this next festival is all
about. Yes! Tomatoes!  Do you know where Spain is? Use an atlas to find out. What are the
countries next to it? Is it by the sea or inland? What is the capital city of Spain?

La Tomatina is a festival held on a Wednesday towards the end of August in the town of Buñol in
the Valencia region in Spain. Tens of thousands of people come from all over the world to throw
tomatoes at each other! Over one hundred tonnes of over-ripe tomatoes are thrown in the streets.
As you can imagine, it must get extremely messy! It’s recommended that people who take part
should wear protective safety goggles and gloves. Also, they must squish the tomatoes up before
they throw them at anybody. Why do you think they need to keep themselves safe like this?
This tomato throwing can last up to two hours! A cannon is fired when it all starts and then again
at the end to show that it is finished. The streets are then cleaned by water from fire engines and
the people go off to find somewhere to wash all the tomatoes off.
Watch a short video of it here.
What do you think about this festival? Does it sound fun to you or not? Do you think that the
people there have been enjoying themselves? You could make your own ‘tomato’ inspired
artwork by learning how to draw tomatoes here.
3. Holi ‘Festival of Colours’ in India
Use an atlas to find out where India is in the world. What are the countries next to it? Is it by the
sea or inland? What is the capital city of India?
This is a festival where people get covered in a bright colourful powder called ‘gulal.’…yes, really!
It is a two-day festival and it happens in Spring and is based upon ancient myths which have the
theme of ‘good triumphs over evil.’ The main day of Holi starts early and is filled with drum beats,
coloured powder, and fun activities. People prepare for days beforehand and children start to play
with water balloons filled with colours and water pistols a week or so before the actual Holi
festival. It’s a good idea to wear old clothes as you can imagine! Some people have started to
wear white clothes these days so that the colours stand out more and look better in photos.
Watch a video here from the BBC Planet Earth 2 team. What do you think about this festival?
Would you like to be there when this happens?
You might like to make your own ‘Holi’ inspired art work in vibrant colours. Ask an adult if you
could flick paint at paper outside, or even on an old sheet to create different effects.

The colours people used long ago for this festival came from flowers and herbs, such as turmeric,
beetroot, pomegranate, marigold, sunflower, indigo and other natural herbs and flowers. These
flowers and herbs have very vibrant colours. You could find some of these flowers and herbs and
experiment with their colours. These are some of the colours you can get from different fruit,
vegetables and spices.








Yellow: Apple tree bark, white onion skins, turmeric, saffron, pomegranate rind, turmeric,
orange and lemon peels.
Blues & purples: Blackberries, blueberries, red cabbage, purple grapes.
Red: Beetroot, raspberries, cranberries (note: you can use juice directly from thawed
berries or canned beetroot).
Green: Spinach, oak bark, crab apple leaves and bark.
Orange: Onion skins or oats.
Tan: Coffee and tea.
Brown: Walnut hulls and paprika.

4. The AgitÁgueda Urban Art Festival in Portugal
Use an atlas to find out where Portugal is in the world. What are the countries next to it? Is it by
the sea or inland? What is the capital city of Portugal? Agueda is a town in Portugal, it’s in the
north of the country and this festival is known for the colourful umbrellas.
This festival is all about ‘urban art.’ ‘Urban’ means areas where many people live and work. These
urban areas are usually in cities and larger towns and don’t have many green spaces like we do in
Holmfirth. The green spaces in urban areas are usually parks. So Urban Art (also called Street Art)
is where the art is actually on the streets in the areas that people live and work in, rather than in
an art gallery.
The Tate Gallery Kids has a Street Art game here that you might like to try as we wouldn’t do this
in real life. In this country, ‘Banksy’ is a very famous street artist and is anonymous! That means
that nobody knows who this artist actually is…top secret!
Back to the AgitÁgueda festival…This photo shows urban art with umbrellas. It’s beautifully
colourful! You can see people on the street and sitting in chairs at cafes and restaurants.

As well as celebrating art with umbrellas, there are many other things that happen in this festival
– concerts, dancing, body painting, parades, living statues (that’s where a statue is actually a real
person keeping very still) and street food events. Do you think it will be easy or quite difficult to
turn yourself into a living statue? You could see if you could become a living statue holding an
umbrella. Keep very still and see if your family can work out if you are real! Look at the picture
below…real or a statue?
Time to Talk
Have you ever been to a festival? Can you remember the sights, sounds and smells? What did you
like about the festival? Was it the atmosphere/people or the music or the food? Why not spend
some time thinking about festivals you have been too and ones that you would like to go to?
Holmfirth has many festivals. Why not think about the things the Holmfirth festivals have in
common with some of the festivals you have learnt about, as well as things those things that are
different.
Imagine that you are your family are going to create a new festival. What would you choose to
celebrate? What would happen at your festival? Would you have fireworks or music? Maybe you
would throw paint or flour? Could it be a festival of Lego or cupcakes? Think about how could you
celebrate something that’s important to you?
Extras: Find your own activities from these learning resource websites for free.
BBC Bitesize - Lessons for a range of subjects.
Oak Academy – Online lessons for each year group.
https://www.thenational.academy/

