
GOVERNMENT GUIDANCE & HOLMFIRTH J I & N SCHOOL RESPONSE 

Following the Secretary of State’s announcement on Thursday last week, I would like to outline how 

our school will operate in September. I will attempt to provide a more concise and friendlier version 

of the document produced. Some of the actions in the guidance are ones that school must take 

(highlighted in red) whilst others must be properly considered and measures put in place which suit 

the circumstances of the school (highlighted in italic). I have tried to group the sections based on a 

4C approach!  

Government Guidance  Holmfirth JIN response  

CLEANLINESS 

Schools must ensure that pupils clean 
their hands regularly, including when 
they arrive at school, when they return 
from breaks, when they change rooms 
and before and after eating. Regular 
and thorough hand cleaning is going to 
be needed for the foreseeable future. 

We have contacted the Local Authority and other local 
companies to discuss the possibility for external sinks. 
These would be positioned at strategic points for 
entering. We are awaiting costings to see the extent of 
these facilities. 

Introduce enhanced cleaning, including 
cleaning frequently touched surfaces 
often, using standard products such as 
detergents and bleach. 

The cleaning team has identified areas of school and 
the surfaces which require more frequent attention. 
Tables will be wiped after each session. Lockers will be 
wiped after morning use. Toilets will be cleaned 
following break times. Extra cleaning hours have been 
allotted. 

CONTACT 

Schools must do everything possible to 
minimise contacts and mixing.  

Adults will remain with one class unless emergency 
cover is needed for another class.  

Schools should also consider staggered 
break times and lunch times. 

EYFS + KS1 = 10.15 – 10.30 
KS2 = 10.40 – 10.55 
No afternoon break to minimise movement + mixing. 

Supply teachers, peripatetic teachers 
and/or other temporary staff can move 
between schools. 

Meeting with Thom Meredith (Principal of Kirklees 
Musica on July 14th). Brass band unlikely to begin in 
September. 

It is recommended that staff and pupils 
have their own frequently used items 
that are not shared. 

A5 named plastic wallet for each child for pens, pencils. 
Wiped at lunch and end of day. Label inside wallet to 
enable cleaning. 

Pupils should limit the amount of 
equipment they bring into school each 
day.  

Only essentials such as lunch box, outdoor clothing, 
book and bag to be brought. No toys or other personal 
belongings are to be brought. Nursery and EYFS pupils 
require a change of clothing in case of accidents. 

Unnecessary sharing should be avoided, 
especially where this does not 
contribute to pupil education and 
development 

Teachers won’t take books home – majority of marking 
will involve self / peer assessment using clear criteria. 
Sample marking will highlight success and 
development.  

CURRICULUM 

All pupils continue to be taught a wide 
range of subjects. Substantial 
modification to the curriculum may be 
needed at the start of the year, so 
teaching time should be prioritised to 
address significant gaps in pupils’ 

We have always believed that breadth and balance is 
essential for wellbeing and for academic success and 
our 4C curriculum, as explained on the website, is 
testimony to this. It is part of every teacher’s 
professionalism to assess, plan and teach. This principle 
runs from Nursery to Year 6.  Much of the focus will be 



knowledge with the aim of returning to 
the school’s normal curriculum content 
by no later than summer term 2021. 

identifying gaps and re-establishing good progress in 
the 'essentials' and identifying opportunities across the 
curriculum for wider reading and developing 
knowledge and vocabulary. 

CIRCUMSTANCES 

Schools are able to work with external 
coaches, clubs and organisations for 
curricular and extra-curricular activities 
where they are satisfied that this is safe. 

Sports coaches will continue to provide curricular 
activities during the day but there will not be any after 
school clubs during the Autumn Term. 

Schools should consider resuming any 
breakfast and after-school provision, 
where possible, from the start of the 
autumn term. We recognise that schools 
may need to respond flexibly and build 
this up over time. 

Tiger Club will involve a “consistent” group of children, 
following the most recent guidance. Further details will 
follow. 

Staggered start and finish times should 
not reduce the amount of overall 
teaching time.  

School to start at 8.45 am. Zones to be identified for 
meet and greet by school staff. 
EYFS + KS1 lunch = 11.45 am – 12.45pm 
KS2 lunch = 12.15 – 1.15 pm 
No afternoon break time. 
School to finish at 3.00pm. Zones to be used for pick up 
by parent. 

Where a class or small number of pupils 
need to self-isolate, or there is a local 
lockdown, we expect schools to have 
the capacity to offer immediate remote 
education. Schools are expected to have 
a strong contingency plan in place for 
remote education provision by the end 
of September. 
Give access to high quality remote 
education resources that will be 
consistently used across the school. 
Provide printed resources. Set 
assignments so that pupils have 
meaningful and ambitious work each 
day. Teach a planned and well-
sequenced curriculum. Provide frequent, 
clear explanations of new content. 
Gauge how well pupils are progressing 
through the curriculum, using questions 
and other suitable tasks. 

During the summer, we will be improving our existing 
Wi-Fi system and Eddie Dalton will be setting up 
Office 365 with log-ins for all pupils. (We are also in 
the process of investigating how our own school’s 
Maths and English lessons can be shared, and which 
elements of topic themes are most suitable for Home 
Learning.) 
 
The DfE has produced a quality assured list of remote 
education resources which are available for parents for 
free over the summer term.  
Curriculum maps for key subjects for year groups will 
be published in July, with the aim of providing support 
to schools in developing the ability to switch from 
classroom teaching to remote provision immediately in 
case of local lockdowns or self-isolation.  

From September, Oak National Academy will make 
available video lessons covering the entire national 
curriculum. These are being in developed in 
partnership to develop lessons in the popular topics.  

Schools should share the results of their 
risk assessment with their workforce 
and should consider publishing it on 
their website to provide transparency. 

The existing risk assessment will be amended on the 
school website and this document is an attempt to be 
open and transparent. Pupils in school from June 29th 
have been consulted about what has worked well for 
them and what they believe may be beneficial in 
September. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources

