
Dear Parents,  

I will aim to keep this to a single page! 

This week has been the beginning of the phased re-opening of school to wider groups of pupils. For 

our school, the rationale has been to establish an environment in which pupils, parents and staff feel 

safe. A rigorous risk assessment, available on the school website, has been shared with all staff, the 

Local Authority Emergency Planning Team and all Teaching Unions. This is being continually updated 

as further guidance becomes available and in response to our own practice. 

As a result of further telephone communication, we have been able to listen to your experiences, 

address any questions and provide any additional support identified. I am so grateful for the way in 

which the school community has shown resilience throughout “closure.” Please do make contact 

with us, should you have any query. 

Our present situation is that we have reached our PAN (Pupil Admission Number), as identified 

through our risk assessment and we will not be admitting any more pupils until our current systems 

are fully embedded and evaluated. With words and phrases such as “cautious, limited and finely 

balanced” heard so often from government and scientists, whilst my desire is to have all children in 

school, my duty is to ensure that I provide every measure of safety for attending pupils, parents and 

staff. Therefore, no definite date for wider re-opening can be given. Any change from our present 

position will be in response to Government legislation or Local Authority instruction. Opening 

beyond our Critical Worker pupil group will involve re-organisation of pupils, staff, rooms and 

resources. For those of you that have visited school this week, you will have recognised the required 

effort behind the processes in place. 

Some of our Year 5 and Year 4 pupils have also visited school this week for a socially distanced 

outdoor assembly, in which memories of Rueben were shared. Year 5 pupils are in the process of 

capturing such memories and Year 4 pupils are in the process of being encouragers for Rueben’s 

brother, Otis. 

In relation to what happens if any person within an educational setting displays symptoms of 

coronavirus, I believe the guidance to be as follows, on the basis of experiences within the Holme 

Valley this week: The person displaying symptoms goes for a test. The group remains at school until 

the result of the test is available. If the test is positive, the group would then isolate, but not the 

whole school. If the test is negative, the person displaying symptoms returns. 

Home Learning has a dedicated team of staff who are ensuring that this is not just a list of websites, 

as advised by the DfE. Shielding staff are producing their own resources that aim to consolidate the 

basics, whilst maintaining our creative strength. This week, our topic-based approach has been 

steered with a scientific focus. An email contact for home learning has also been established for 

queries and to send children’s work for acknowledgement. 

My gratitude is due to everyone around me, for varying reasons. Thank you to the pupils and parents 

who are continuing with home learning. Thank you to the pupils and parents that have been in 

school this week for your awareness and appreciation. Thank you to our staff who have ensured that 

school is still a welcome place to be, despite the current situation. Thank you to our team of Home 

Learning staff, who have continued to provide learning in the way that we champion. Thank you to 

the administrative, kitchen and cleaning staff, who have responded to so many aspects of ever-

changing guidance. Thank you to governors for their unequivocal support and wisdom. 

Mr J Rose 


