
 
          

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear parent/carer 
 
We hope you are staying safe and well. 
 
Following the government’s announcement about schools on Thursday May 28th, we would like to 
update you on the council’s role in supporting local schools during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
The government have now confirmed that certain primary pupils (Reception, Year 1 and Year 6) can 
start returning from June 1st, with secondary schools (Years 10 and 12) possibly following from June 
15th. Special schools will work towards a phased return without a focus on specific year groups. 
 
We are working very closely with schools across Kirklees and we can assure you that our shared 
priority is the safety of pupils, families and staff. This is central to every plan being made in every 
school and will continue to be the case. 
 
All schools are unique and know their own circumstances better than anyone else. They are taking 
different approaches and, with our support, doing what is best for their school community. We know 
that some schools in Kirklees will start their phased re-opening on the government’s target date. 
Equally, some schools will do this later. 
 
During the pandemic, many schools across Kirklees have stayed open to vulnerable children and the 
children of key workers. They have done wonderful work for these families. As you know, children who 
have not been attending school have been supported through online learning. Many of you will be 
helping your own child with their school work, and we thank you for that. 
 
As a local authority, we are giving advice and guidance to schools so that they can re-open as safely 
as possible when the time is right for them. Your school will be writing to you directly about its own 
plans and its own approach. 
 
As schools across Kirklees start to welcome back more children in the coming weeks, safety will 
remain paramount. Thank you for supporting your local school. 
 
Yours sincerely  

     
Mel Meggs       Cllr Carole Pattison 
Strategic Director for Children’s Services  Cabinet Member for 
        Learning, Aspiration and Communities 
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