
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
3 April 2020 
 
Dear Parents / Carers 
 
Different Strokes 
 
A few years ago, my mum asked me to paint her kitchen. I would do anything for my mum, but I 
hadn’t envisaged this request. My preferred option was for her to contact and contract a 
professional decorator, for they have all the correct tools, insight and skill. However, mum had 
different ideas and I was duly entrusted with the task. 
 
Unlike many people I know, I don’t find painting therapeutic; neither do I find it straightforward. 
My perceived lack of knowledge and technique therefore has a detrimental effect on any 
pleasure that may potentially be present in the pipeline. 
 
Kitchen painting contained so many variables, threw up so many questions, caused so many 
difficult dilemmas and gave rise to so many potentially disastrous consequences. Brush or 
roller? Acrylic wash, angled or flat brush? Size 6, 7, 8 or 9? Begin at the right side or the left 
side? Start at the ceiling or the floor? How many coats? Matt, gloss or silk? Golden Marguerite, 
Dandelion Yellow or Bee Hall? Crown, Dulux or Farrow and Ball? I’d be more likely to end up 
painting in the style of Cannon and Ball! 
 
I was concerned that my mum would be disappointed whenever she looked at her own kitchen 
and whenever she looked at anybody else’s kitchen. My mum was such a gentle lady, who 
showed enormous courage and resilience with the events that life had nudged her way. For all 
the questions I had, my mum had just one answer, which was delivered with an encouraging 
and engaging smile. It was: “I have a kitchen and it requires some paint.” 
 
With the paint that was patiently sitting on top of the fridge, I began on the largest surface area, 
nearest the back door and applied the first brush strokes at the top. Later that morning, I found 
a roller in the garage and gave that a go too. I spilt the odd drop on the kitchen worktop. I had to 
pick out the odd hair which became embedded in the wall from pressing too hard. I occasionally 
merged paint onto the ceiling when I had to reach behind my head. Perhaps I shouldn’t have 
reached behind my head, but mum only had a stool to stand or kneel on and it was imperative 
to keep one hand on the oven or washing machine for some degree of balance. I wish I’d had a 
proper ladder, I wish I’d had masking tape, I wish I’d watched a YouTube video, but I hadn’t. 
Mum wanted her kitchen painted and although I felt unprepared, it was my duty and my 
privilege to be of service, despite my nervousness. 
 
On reflection, if I had driven to B&Q or other such Home Improvement Centre, the wealth of 
choice would have overwhelmed me and caused utter confusion. For the professional decorator 
or enthusiastic amateur, it is Paradise, but it always leaves me bewildered and I end up 
becoming the proud owner of an angle grinder or whatever is nearest the door. 
 



 

My direction and expectation was clear. I knew what to paint with and where to paint. That was 
all I knew, but it was all I needed to know. The rest I made up and the mistakes that I made 
along the way probably added to my learning and my wellbeing. If my mum had told me how to 
hold the brush, how much paint to apply and which direction to move the brush, then my 
satisfaction would not have been so great. However, had my mum abandoned me completely, I 
would have felt disgruntled. Sometimes she made me a cup of tea, sometimes she sat in the 
hallway completing a word puzzle and sometimes she told me not to worry about moving the 
fridge. 
 
Today, I’m no longer able to reminisce with mum and my paint has been covered. When mum 
died, her house was bought by the next door neighbour, who has re-decorated and extended 
the kitchen. I have no doubt that if we were competing in “The Great British Paint Off”, I’d be the 
first one going home, but at the appointed time, I did my bit. I responded to Kitchen Painting.  
March 2020 requires a different response from parents, not to Kitchen Painting, but to “Home 
Learning”.  I’m not convinced that this the most apt title, for we have all been asked to play our 
part by keeping children home for the safety of the nation. I think that my mum would be saying, 
“I have a child / children and I am required to keep them safe.” 
 
At a time when children should be in school, we are all desperate to provide some support. 
Being in school each day, at this present time, has shown me why I started teaching some 35 
years ago. A virtually empty school during term time is hard for me to come to terms with. Being 
brutally honest and open, I miss the daily interaction with pupils, parents and staff. The people 
at this place have become “family” over the last five years, such is the strength and bond. 
School is the professional decorator; school is the home improvement centre. It is with the 
deepest regret that we are unable to paint your kitchen at the moment. However, our store 
remains “open” and we have some suggestions for you to apply some paint to your walls. 
When children are in school, we have the expertise and experience to cater for different needs. 
Now that children are not in school, it is impossible to create bespoke packages. Our rationale 
for “Home Learning” is to ensure that we try to maintain the following: 
 

 To consider the wellbeing of pupils, parents and staff 

 To consolidate previous taught skills. 

  To consolidate core basic skills. 

  To continue to stimulate a love of learning 

  To further develop pupil independence, creativity and curiosity. 

  To ensure ease of access, with or without parent contribution. 

  To provide some structure, consistency and degree of normality. 
 
 Our intent is to focus on the following areas 

  Revision of 4 rules of number and, or, place value + tables and number bonds. 

  Revision and consolidation of age appropriate reading and phonics skills 

  Revision and consolidation of age appropriate writing skills 

  Revision of spellings 

  Broad and balanced curriculum (creative / physical / historical / scientific) 
 
If you look at our website, some resources can be found on the main page rolling feed. 
Resources can also be found under the Home Learning tab, where there is a main page and 
folders for each Year group. It is our intention to update these pages on a weekly basis during 



 

the Summer Term. Teachers will provide guidance and signposts to a range of Mathematical, 
Reading, Writing and Spelling actives that are age appropriate for their individual class. In 
addition, there will be a whole school theme, comprising of activities that all can undertake. We 
start off with an Easter focus, which is for a 2 week period. 
 
This is not a competition about who has the best or most resources. This is far more serious. It 
is about trying to give some structure, whilst allowing some freedom. The only aspect parents 
will be accountable for is the safety and wellbeing of their children. Therefore, enjoy your 
children and try and use our work suggestions to help keep children happy and busy, but not as 
extra pressure. Don't worry how the end result looks – lift the lid, drip some paint, embed the 
occasional hair and cross the ceiling line. Above all, please help to put a smile on my mum’s 
face! 
 
Kind regards 
 
JRose 

 
Julian Rose 
Headteacher 
 


