
 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

A big welcome to all parents, carers and children to the Autumn term 

in Reception and to our new families welcome to Holmfirth J I & N. 

We hope it will be the beginning of a very happy and successful year 

in Reception. We have a very open door policy, please feel free to 

come and talk to us whenever you wish. 

Just to help with housekeeping please could we ask for your support 

in 1 or 2 things.  

 Children need to have a named bag of spare clothes on their peg 

please. 

 Please bring book bags to school every day. When we feel 

children are ready we do begin to introduce reading books, the 

reading diary in your child’s book bag is a record of the books 

children have read and a place for you to write any comments 

about how reading is going at home, celebrations and concerns. 

They also provide a place for us to send and receive letters and 

for children to put pictures etc to bring home. Please don’t use 

them for water bottles, just in case they leak. 

 Our class teddy bear is called Spencer, he will come home for 

the weekend, to every child’s house at some point during the 

year. We try and give Spencer to someone who has made an 

extra effort during the week. It might be for sharing, being kind, 

learning, tidying up etc. Some families like taking photos, 

writing a diary, drawing pictures but this is all optional. We try 

and encourage children to talk about what they did with Spencer 

bear during their weekend; it’s a great opportunity to develop 

speaking and listening. 

 



 Morning routine- please wait outside with your child until the 

bell is rung and a member of staff opens the door. The 

cloakroom is very small so we encourage children to come in on 

their own.  

 Home time routine- again please wait outside until the bell is 

rung and a member of staff opens the door. We will call out 

children as a parent/carer arrives.  

 The food table will on some days be used for baking and other 

days tasting a range of foods. We ask for a contribution of £1 a 

week for this activity. This can be paid on a weekly basis or for 

the half term. 

 We will send home a weekly newsletter to let you know our 

curriculum for the week and any special events that maybe 

happening. It will also include our ‘Show and tell’ for the week.  

 We try and discourage children from bringing toys from home.  

 We would love to have any parents/grandparents/carers etc who 

can spare half an hour when you drop your child off in the 

morning to support our small group reading and phonics groups. 

Please come and ask if you would like any more details or let us 

know when you can help.  

This seems like a lot of information I hope it’s useful. I am sure I 

will have forgotten something so please ask if you are uncertain 

about anything, nothing is too trivial. 

Many thanks for your support 

The Foundation Stage Team  


