
Year 6 SPaG – Examples of Terminology 

 

Phrases 

A noun phrase is a group of words that can replace a noun in a sentence. Likewise, for an adjectival phrase, adverb 

phrase, adverb phrase or verb phrase. 

“There was trouble in Timperley last night when naughty Simon arrived.”  

Could become… 

“There was always going to be a whole load of trouble in that vile little village when the awfully naughty twelve-

year-old tearaway turned up after too many cans of coke.” 

Noun: “Timperley” can be replaced with the noun phrase “that vile little village.” 

Verb: “was” can be replaced with the verb phrase “was always going to be.” 

Noun: “trouble” can be replaced with the noun phrase “a whole lot of trouble.” 

Noun: “Simon” can be replaced with the noun phrase “the awfully naughty twelve-year-old tearaway.” 

Adjective: “naughty” can be replaced with the adjectival phrase “awfully naughty.” 

Verb: “arrived” can be replaced with the verb phrase “turned up.” 

 

Subject and Object 

The subject of sentence is the ‘do-er’ of the verb in the sentence and the object is the recipient of the action. 

The dog ate the bone.  (Dog is the subject and bone is the object) 

 

Active and Passive Voice 

In the Active voice, the subject come before the object. (The dog ate the bone.) 

In the passive voice, the object comes before the subject. (The bone was eaten by the dog.) 

 

Subordinate clauses 

Adds extra detail to a sentence. In these sentences, the subordinate clause is underlined and the main clause is not.  

James, full of confidence, was ready to take the penalty. 

Full of confidence, James was ready to take the penalty. 

A subordinate clause adds extra detail but is not a sentence on its own. It has to attach itself to a main clause.  

 

Relative Clauses 

Similar to a subordinating clause, but begins with a relative pronoun the most common of which are: who, whom, 

which, whose, that. 

James, who was taking the penalty, was full of confidence.   

 



Conjunctions 

Conjunctions are in some ways similar to connectives. For the test, the children need to know the difference 

between a coordinating conjunction and a subordinating conjunction. ( I know what most of you are thinking as you 

read this...!)  

Coordinating conjunctions are: for, and, not, but, or, yet, so. Essentially, they link two parts of a sentence together 

that could stand alone on their own.   

E.g. I went to the shops.     I bought some milk.    I went to the shop and I bought some milk.  

Subordinating conjunctions are words that introduce a clause that cannot stand alone. 

After eating my breakfast, I went to the shops.   

In this example, ‘after’ is the subordinating conjunction because it introduces the subordinate clause.  

 

Determiners 

These are words that go before a noun to specify what the noun is. The most common ones are ‘the,’ ‘a’ and ‘an.’ 

Numbers are also determiners, “I want two biscuits,” as are possessive pronouns “this is my coat.” 

Quantifiers are also determiners, “I would like a few biscuits please.” 

 

Subjunctive Form 

For what we need to worry about, the subjunctive form focusses on things which are unlikely to happen. In this 

instance the subject / verb agreement changes. Normally we would say ‘I was’ but this becomes ‘I were’ in the event 

of an unlikely happening.  

E.g. “If I were to win the lottery, I would buy all the Year 6 parents a present.” 

Bits which are traditionally tricky… 

 

The children will be asked to identify nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs in a sentence. They sometimes forget or 

don’t realise that “was” is a verb. The sentence ‘I was in the shop and I bought a jumper,’ contains two verbs – ‘was’ 

and ‘bought’.  

 

The children will also be asked to punctuate sentences properly. Often this involves adding inverted commas, 

(speech marks) question marks and commas. They should check their sentences carefully as there are quite a few 

bits to add in.  

 

Standard English questions – Sometimes we are asked to choose the correct form of Standard English.  

E.g.    We were / was playing outside.  

Because of dialect and possibly Eastenders, the children might go for ‘we was’ as opposed to ‘we were.’ My daughter 

is already bored of me correcting her!  

 

 

 


