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EYE OF THE TIGER!

Holmfirth JIN Newsletter July 7th2017
This week, I showed two local Head teachers around our school.  The project between the three schools has allowed informal collaboration to take place, in the form of learning walks, the opportunity to ask questions and gain new ideas, and the chance to have a fresh pair of eyes considering your work. We teach the children about the benefits of peer assessment, so it’s only right that I take a leaf from their book.
One of the comments that I kept hearing from my visitors was about the lovely manners shown by our children, who demonstrated such respect and such warmth. Pupils were willing to talk about the models they had made for their insect friends, explain their ideas, offer the opportunity to stay and make jigsaws, inform about their learning, demonstrate and perform. It was such a pleasure to take a step further back and observe such natural confidence. Clearly, the school values were greatly in evidence.

On our journey around school, writing figured largely, from youngest to oldest. In addition to excellent concentration and focus, there was no shortage of imagination and information. Children were hungry to write because of the preparation, which included role-play, first hand observation, discussion and modelling. The children had been provided with all the tools necessary for such a task but, more importantly, they had been fired up to produce their best effort.
At lunchtime, it was a privilege to watch Year 5 pupils in action with our 2017 Reception starters. An immediate bond was created by a smile and welcoming words. The balance of support without suffocation was achieved perfectly; our pupils are so caring and nurturing. I believe some of the Reception parents would like this system at every meal, for it certainly strengthened appetites!

It’s not often enough that I can take a step away, but situations like these make it possible and incredibly rewarding to know that I belong to such a welcoming school.
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